
Be�er Organic Synthesis with Light 

 

Light is an ideal reagent for organic synthesis. It provides energy to overcome ac�va�on barriers of 

reac�ons or even enable endothermic transforma�ons. Photons can be used in large excess to drive a 

reac�on to comple�on, but they will leave no trace. Visible or UV-A light is safe and non-toxic and 

easily generated with modern light sources, such as LEDs. The last two decades have seen the 

development of many synthe�c methods that use sensi�zed or direct photochemistry to enable 

organic reac�ons at milder condi�ons, but also open new reac�on pathways which are impossible in 

thermal chemistry.  

 

 


